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deserve serious efforts by serious legis-
lators to develop serious solutions. 

Unfortunately, much of what we have 
seen from the other side is simply one 
radical distraction after the next. For 
months, Republicans have perpetuated 
a pollster- and consultant-created 
myth that our plan and our goal is to 
have the government run your health 
care. It is not. Let me repeat: It is not. 
In fact, one of our core principles is 
that if you like the health care you 
have, you can keep it. But the other 
side simply won’t let the facts get in 
the way of a good story. 

A Republican Congressman recently 
claimed that our plan to improve 
health care would ‘‘put seniors in a po-
sition of being put to death by their 
government.’’ 

A Republican Senator made a similar 
statement to mislead his constituents. 
He actually accused Democrats of pro-
posing a plan that would kill Ameri-
cans. It is hard to imagine that. Rather 
than having a serious and real debate 
about a serious and real crisis, some 
Senators and Congressmen want the 
American people to believe their col-
leagues are proposing a plan to kill 
them. 

These distortions and distractions 
are revolting, and they are not limited 
to health care. 

An artificial controversy is getting 
far too much attention lately—one 
that ignores the undeniable and proven 
fact that President Obama was born in 
the United States of America. Last 
week, one of the Republican leaders in 
the House of Representatives continued 
to give this false and misleading claim 
credence. Let’s be clear: It is a phony 
issue that does not deserve even a 
minute of our attention on the floor of 
the Senate. It is absurd, irresponsible, 
and baseless, and the false claims have 
long ago been refuted. 

The American people have every 
right to expect we will solve real prob-
lems before creating fake problems. 
They should know that rather than 
helping them get ahead, some of our 
colleagues would rather spew ludicrous 
conspiracy theories. 

The other side hasn’t stopped at fake 
arguments and fake issues. We also 
have seen them resort to fake letters. 
Some Members of Congress have re-
cently received forged letters pur-
porting to be from the NAACP. Others 
have received a similar letter signed by 
a fake name with a fake job title pur-
porting to be from a local Hispanic 
group. The bogus letters have been 
tracked back to employees of a Repub-
lican lobbying firm. This behavior is 
sick, it is shameful, it is dishonest, and 
it is undemocratic. 

When we passed the economic recov-
ery plan this winter, some opposed it. 
They didn’t believe we needed an ag-
gressive plan in response to a grave cri-
sis that now is putting people back to 
work, ensuring middle-class families 
can get ahead, and investing in our fu-
ture. But objecting to that legislation 
is their right. As we start to see a re-

turn on our investment, many of those 
who tried to block this bill have since 
sought credit for the good it is doing. 
Others who opposed the plan outright— 
those who wish we weren’t investing in 
their States and districts—now com-
plain they wish to see us invest more 
quickly. Well, you can’t have it both 
ways. It is yet another embarrassing 
example of misinformation and mis-
representation upon which some on the 
other side tend to rely. 

I cannot blame people for wondering 
why, with an issue as important as 
health care now before us, bipartisan 
consensus sometimes seems so elusive. 
So I say to them: This extreme brand 
of strategy and the extreme tactics 
that come with it are what we have to 
contend with. 

First, Rush Limbaugh happily admit-
ted he wants our President to fail. 
Then a Republican Senator openly ad-
mitted he wants to block the health in-
surance reform for millions as a way to 
‘‘break the President.’’ Another Repub-
lican Senator admitted that at least 
half of the other side’s opposition to re-
form is purely political. And an influ-
ential commentator advised Repub-
licans to avoid consensus at all costs 
and instead ‘‘go for the kill.’’ 

These partisan tactics have con-
sequences. These consequences will be 
evident at any kitchen table, in every 
family budget, and every American’s 
peace of mind. 

And they are watching. A poll re-
leased last week found that a majority 
of Americans credit President Obama 
with putting partisanship aside and 
trying to work with congressional Re-
publicans to get this done for the good 
of the country. Republicans, they 
found, weren’t returning the favor. 

Others may be focused on delaying 
and denying health insurance reform, 
but we will make sure we don’t let that 
happen. We already have seen what 
happens when we do nothing. The costs 
of sitting this one out are far too high 
and not acting is not an option. 

The American people appreciate 
those Republicans who have come to 
the negotiating table in good faith. I 
am sorry to say that there simply 
aren’t enough of them. At this stage, 
out of 100 Senators, we have 3 Repub-
licans who are willing to work with us 
on health care. I am very happy to 
have them, but I wish we had more. 

Rather than having a serious and real 
debate about a serious and real crisis, 
some would prefer to deploy tactics to 
scare the American people. But what 
scares the American people is that 
under the status quo, they live just one 
illness, one accident, or one pink slip 
away from losing everything. 

This is no time to let partisanship 
get the best of us. This is no time to 
obsess over fake controversies or op-
pose ideas simply because they were 
proposed by people who sit on the other 
side of this Chamber. This is no time to 
instill unfounded fears and incite the 
hope that our Nation’s leaders fail. 
This is the time to get serious about 

making it easier for American citizens 
to afford to live a healthy life. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senate will proceed to a pe-
riod of morning business for 1 hour, 
with Senators permitted to speak for 
up to 10 minutes each, with the time 
equally divided and controlled between 
the two leaders or their designees, with 
the distinguished Senator from Alaska, 
Mr. BEGICH, controlling the first 30 
minutes and the Republicans control-
ling the final 30 minutes. 

The Senator from Alaska is recog-
nized. 

Mr. BEGICH. I thank the Chair. 
(The remarks of Mr. BEGICH per-

taining to the introduction of S. 1560, 
S. 1561, S. 1562, S. 1563, S. 1564, and S. 
1565 are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills 
and Joint Resolutions.’’) 

f 

LU YOUNG 

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, before 
yielding the floor, I wish to mark the 
passing of a great Alaskan—Lu Young, 
the wife of Alaska’s long-time Con-
gressman DON YOUNG. 

Lu passed away suddenly over the 
weekend. Lu was an Alaskan of true 
distinction. I am proud to have shared 
a friendship with her for several dec-
ades. 

Our State is better because of her 
service and many contributions. The 
thoughts and prayers of Alaskans and 
me are with Representative YOUNG and 
his family. 

I yield back the remainder of my 
time. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Alaska. 

f 

SENATOR BEGICH’S MAIDEN 
SPEECH 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
rise this afternoon to congratulate my 
colleague from Alaska, Senator 
BEGICH, and recognize his maiden 
speech on the Senate floor. The tradi-
tion of giving a maiden speech is one 
that perhaps in recent years has not 
been followed as intently as it has in 
days gone past. Senator BEGICH has 
highlighted with his remarks today 
and with the collection of bills he has 
introduced on the Senate floor—the 
significance of America’s role as an 
Arctic nation and the key that Alaska 
holds as a leader in that responsibility. 

I appreciate what he is doing to shine 
a spotlight on these issues, whether it 
is how we deal with the impact of cli-
mate change, whether it is how we deal 
with the health consequences, how we 
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